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1. ‘then travelling through Czechoslovakia today, one finda rany more contrast - 
ing opinions than mirht be expected. It is necessary to realize what is ac- 
tnally happening in Czechoslovakia, not only from the political and econoic 
points of view Iut, andthis is most inportant, from the point of view of the 
change in the soul and opinions of the average Casch citizen. At this tine— 
two years after February 1948-if one were able to look into the soul of the 
Czech citizen, one would find only chaos. 


2, It is difficult to say of what the Czech people arc thinking and what their 
opinions are. It runt not be forgotten that the average Czech went through 
the very unpleasant ordeal of the oceuration uhich vory strongly undermined 
his stability, and that the Czech nation was exhausted after the var and 
needed nursine and a gradval convalescence, Instead, it received another 
heavy blow. There really is not a sinvle satisfied person in all of Czecho- 
slovalcia, even if sone individuals--an4 there are very fey of them--might 
elaim this. Aside from the main and basic reasons of dissatisfaction, lack 
of freedom and fear, trere are additional reasons such as exhaustion and dis- 
anpointrent. The people at hone are yorn ows, morally exhausted and Jisanpointed , 
not only by present events but also br all ther have had to andure during the 
past years. There is no need to. emphasize that the Czech peorle do not want 
this political situation or its prenent govovanent. This is a fact beyond 
doubt, and there are very Tew who would take exception. 


3. ‘hat ig the wish of the Czechs? Do they lone for a return to the past? The 
do not. ‘hy? Gan they no longer renenber their untarnished President Masarylk? 
The exavple of rast days has remained and liasaryk is alive, perhars rore shan 
ever before, as a synbol of truth and donocracy, Unfortunatel: thera is another 
roninder of the past whieh the peonle at hone still retain: unem-loyrient and 
econonic evisis, They all exrericneed tho beautiful and pleasant life under 
fracdon, but there vero some vho exploited this basic quality of life for their 
own gain to such an extont that althoush the weaker element lived in freedon, 
4% was hardly able to surport itself. This shadow over that beautiful and 
great poriod, this festoring sore on the vouny body of tho Nerublic, is the 
eause for the rrasemt chante in tho ominion of the reorls, and this is how 
deeply the roots of the present situation extend. 


25X1A 4. In spite of the love and sympathy for the pant, 4t nust be admitted that al- 
af tiouh 1t was a perio? of sreat fracdon and opportunity, there 
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was a lack of perfect humanenoss. Those powerful and ruthless persons. who 
exploited all opportunities afforded hy this freedom never considered whether 
others could live decently. Wo one noticed or considered the next fellow; no 
one understood the weaker, less energetic person. Of course it is not just, 
correct, or humans for the weaker and less able to suffer because stronger in- 
dividuals do not heed even bisic human needs. Are not the weaker entitled to 
a decent life, even if they lack the strength and ability to firht for 1%? 
Like any human being, they have other good qualities. 


5, This failure is used by the Communists most of all and haa been their strongast 
propaganda weapon. Thoy utilised it even at the trial of Dr. Milada Horakova. 
This beautiful and glowing exanple of a heroic woman, with her firn statement 
that she would remain faithful to the bequest and teachings of T.G. Uasaryk, made 
a great impression upon everyone, even upon the mombera of the Communist Party; 
but the organizers of the trial attempted to belittle her by Linking her with 
persons who reminded the Czechs of tha previous ruthlessness of individuals -. 
Therefore, the Casehs are confused. The read to the old wy of 
lite is ompty and, with the exception of a few, no one seeks it. The past is 
unconditionally behind the people, and nothing is left but the great moral and 
spiritual bequest of Masaryk. 


6, Teday, two years after the February events, the Czechs must ac’mowledge this 
reality and fase it even if they do not like it. It is useless to seek for 
or imacine something pleasant that no lonser exists. These are times of un- 
certainty and evolution. 


7. ‘What is the solution? It is to find a way out of this confusion, to state the 
basie aims for a new and firture life in Czochoslovalias to find a perspective 
which would bring new hope for all, or at least to the majority, for a better, 
just,and more peaceful life, Here lies the problem to, the whole situation in 
Gzechoslovatia. . 


8, After the now, free way of life in Czechoslovakia is determined, there must be in- 
cluded some measures which undoubtedly helned the Communists immensely and which 
even today they are using fully. It does not appear that the Communists in 
Czechoslovakia maintain their power only by force, the secret police and the 
SHB, Apart from these means, there are other very effective measures which 
help them stay in powr. One realizes this only if ono lives in Czechoslovakia 
and studies the thinking of the people. The most important measures are the 
law assuring employment to every citizen and the law providing national. insurance. 
Source must state that these measures, at least for the present, help maintain 
the Communists in vover more than do strong police action; he ia convinced of this 
beyond any doubt. He ia not of course thinking of the forced labor by those un- 
fortunates who are unjustly perseeuted by the regime. He has in nind free choice 
of employment, and up to now the majority of the people still have the opportunity 
to work at jobs they select. It is true that today there are no unemployed or 

partly unemployed in the country, When one talks to the man om the street, ona 
hears that apart from slavery and force, ke fears unemployment most. To eli 
the criticism and condemnation of various Communist methods-—and souree has 
heard such criticisns--—the Communists, after ineffectively trying all other 
neans, still succeed with this final argument: "Do you want the return o7 those 
tines vhen you could be fired at any time? Do you want again to live through 

25X1A the days of unemployment?" as the challence concerning national in- 
surance equally effective. 


25X1A 9% eee) these neasures EE tele raintain § 25X1X 
fosition of this terrible regime evan though such a large number of Czechs 
are Imowingly paying a high priea for them-their freedom. People are really 


afraid of unemployment. It isa pity that these effeetive measures wera not 
at the disposal of democracy long before February 1948 so that the present 

.~, wultrs in Czechoslovakia might have been prevented from using them in such a 
terrible manner to exploit the freedom of the Czech nation. The Czach people 
would like to be assured that the longed-for freedom will not bring with it tines 
of economic disturbances and tne atrugple for a minimum existence | because they 
are already ver exhausted. 
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foncerning the opinion of the Czech people on international matters, a much 
clearer picture exists. Evoryone is well aware of the ruthless exploitation 
of Czechoslovakia ty the “SSR and the use of Czech industry only for war 
preparations by the leaders in the Kremlin. On this subfeet the opinions 
are uniform. There is no uncertainty but rather a firm although necative 
stand on the part of the whole nation which is united acainst the terrible 
and, for Czechoslovakia, destructive "friendship" of the USSR. The hatred 
of this eastern neighbor and its leaders is alike among all classes of the 
population, as it was of the Germans during the wr, “here 1s not the 
slightest doubt about this. It 4g aifficult to find in Czechoslovata a 
trus surporter and enthusfast of the USSR and its horrible leaders, in spite 
of the great affort and servility shown by the Prague regine to the USR, 
These signs of impotence of the Czech Communists are renugnant to every Czech. 


Ths stand on var is a very nevative one and the feelings in Czechoslovakia 

are apainst war. It is not possible to conceive of anyone fiehting for Soviet 
interests; Nor is there any desire to f0 
to war for any other raason. The army is certainly wnreliable for war rurpoges. 
There is a ereat desire, however, to be rid of the Soviet influence. There is 
also great symrathy among all classes for a unification of Rurope. The idea 

of a United States of Europe, without any borders and obstacles between nations, 
doninates everyone's thinking and is spreading like wildfire.. This unification 
is really the wish of all, and today the Czechs are nore Burope-miitded than ever 
before, In this respect, source believes that the foreipn radio could wll 


‘serve to spread information on the future disposition of affairs in aurope and ‘ 


on the inclusion of Czechoslovakia, which is so will situated in Europe, into 
the new framework, State borders in Evrone nust be abolished. Everyone is 
aware of this need, and perhaps nover before have the Czechs eraved freedom 
of movement so much, 


» It is also necessary to discuss the results achieved by the present foreign 


broadeastes in Cvechoalovalia, Is it right to tell the Czechs about their 

Jack of froedom, about the injustice in the country, about all they must suffer, 
when they themselves live under these conditions? Everyone in Czechoslovatia en- 
counters this lack of freedom dailv, ho finds obstacles constantly in his wav. 
and his nerves are weakened py Tear. Ts it right for such a pergon, when he 
turns on his radio in the evening after a full day of troubles, moral lashing, 
neetings and reeducation, to hear from abroad what he hinself has faced all 

day? Does ha have to relive this terrible and dark present which he, the 
ordinary Czech worker, knove much babter than ail the people abroad? Does 

he want to know how many Communists there are in the country when he himself 

is a member of the party whieh he hates and when at present he is surrounded « 
by Communist schooling, fulfilment of plans. conpetition to outdo the othera, 
and pretense at being an ardent Commnist? 


Nall these reports on the present terrible situation in Czechoslovakia take him 
away from all these errors and disturbances? ‘Jill his sufferings be lessened 
by boiny repeatedly told what he has to go through every day? Unfortunately all 
this is well known to the averaga person. ‘“Ihat ean give him strength and from 
where should he acquire hope for a better future? 


One leaves Czechoslovakia with rtixed feelings, ‘Shere ig Czechoslovalcia poing 

and what do the rsople expect of the future? Every Czech is tired of polities, 
political maneuvering, and mutual attacks, Daily he observes nothing tut attacks, 
criticism and swearing, We would 14ke to know that there is a new ere in the 
offing, a period of decency, without hatred, a period of true freedom and humanthr . 
Important to the man on the street is security in his job and thus né worry abou 
wunemployment, The Czech citizen craves peace; he wants to ba rid not only of 

all terror and lack of freedom but of all political quarreling. He wants a job 
so that he can earn a decont living for himself and his family. The people are 
looking fommrd to a united, free Europe without *rontiers, without enemies, ar” 
without hatrad. . 


Source believes that these are the wishes of the majority of the people, after 
all their disappointments resulting from political quarrels. In spite of all 
the present horror, hatred and injustice, a new life is being bern from the 
sufferings of the past years. The Czechs should learn from their past and ine 
clude in the new life all shat ig beautiful and valuable which gave them strength 
during the diffieult days;. they muet avoid all those mistakes that caused the 
present situation. Magaryk's "Chri ‘a. OP, RORAATE 4 lies today and will apply 
in the future. rata auld LAP 
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